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judge who helped allay concerns that the FBI routine-
ly hadahncdmvﬂmwnmomm'l‘usdayas
the 14th director of the

/ By David Hess p4 a
Mevcury Newn Washingtan Busesu .
ASH| ilki bster. t} World War II - as a person “whose determination
WASHINGTON — W H W , the former and personal courage in the clandestine effort against

Adolph Hitler meant the difference between victory
and defeat”

The president also defended the CIA against critics
who say it has overstepped its bounds in carrying on
questionable covert operations in distant places.

“The United States cannot survive in the modern

Nicaraguaa Contras. world without a vigorous intelli _agelncympable

Wm.mhﬂdmarhllmbemgsvm:nm. olmngmmyinsecnt, id. “So long as 1
to carry out the CIA's mission abruad “with 1 will never consent to see our intelli-
y to the Constitution and to the laws of our gencecap-hmyundemmtd

His friends lang have praised Webster for his devo- hwmm e b has

tion to the rule of law and have said his greatest °F <% to counter operations

contribution as FBI director was his insistence thal il o3 o PRI chiel.

adhere to strict procedures in investigations and A former US. attorney in St. Louis, his homelown,

covert operations. and a federal appeals court judge for the 8th Circuit,

Reagan presided over the open-air swearing.in cer-
emony at CIA in Langley, Va., about
eight miles from the te House.

In his new post, Webster succeeds Williamn Casey, a
Reagan confidant who died earlier this month from a
brain tumor

Just as he praised Webster for raising the FBI's

standards, Reagan also Casey — a prime
player in the Office of Strategic Services during

Webster was appointed to direct the FBI in 1978.

His tepure there, larly in the early years,
was marked by efforts to undo the damage wrought
by the late J. Edgar Hoover, whose autocratic admin-
istrative style and zealous anti-communism led the
bureau into recurrent abuses of citizens® civil liber-

More recently, Webster increased the bureau’s per-
sonnel and made better use of high-technology equip
ment in crime detection.
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William Webster, right, talks to President Reagan
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